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Dogberry. The moſt peaceable way fe- | 
if you take a thief, is to let him ſhew rr! 

what he is, and ſteal out of your comp: 

Verget. You have always been ca. 
'MERCIFUL man, partner. 3 
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HOSIER'S HALL. 


R OGER GOWER, clerk of the corporation 
| of hoſiers, takes leave to inform his nume- 

rous friends and the public, that his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, notwithſtanding his hav- 
ing (for the better preſervation of ſecrecy and 


diſpatch) declined all communication on ſtate 


affairs with every perſon of rank and conſe- 


quence in the kingdom; has at lergth been gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to open his mind to- the cox- 
PORAT ION OF HOSIERS; and to declare his 


doubts of the efficacy of his paſt meaſures, as 


well as his determination of future alterations ; 


as may be ſeen by the following authentic copy 


of the addreſs of the ſaid corporation, together 


with his excellency's anſwer thereunto ; 
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„ 
TO THE MOST NOBLE 
CHARLES MARQUIS CORNWALLIS, . 


Lord Lieutenant General, and General Governor 
/ Ireland, c. 


— 


MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 


WE, his Majeſy's loyal ſubjects, the MAS- 
TER, WARDENS, as BRETRHEN - 
of the Corporation of . HOSIERS; or Guild of 
ST. GEORGE, with grateful hearts, and the 
warmeſt ſentiments of attachment, approach 
your Excellency with our moſt ſincere congra- 
lations, on the ſignal ſucceſs of his Majeſty's 
arms over the forces of the French Republic. 
The Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Clemency, which 
diſtinguiſh your Excellency's Adminiſtration, 
create in us the ſtrongeſt confidence, that we. 
have nothing to apprehend from the, future ef- 
forts of foreign enemies, as a ſyſtem of policy 
which ſeeks alliance with the aſſections of the 
people, may confidently defy the utmoſt ſtrength. 
of external hoſtility; and by the continuation 
and influence o: that ſyſtem, we: truſt: that a 
due reſpect tor the  / a {HA and the Laws of 
the Country, ſocial order and domeſtic peace, 
will ſoon be eſtabliſhed among all the ſubjects of 


his Majeſty s kingdom of Ireland. 
With 


1 0 
With hearts deeply impreſſed by your Excel- 


lency's benignity, we congratulate ourſelves, 
and the nation at large, on the diſappearance of 
a em of terror, which, by creating general 
alarm, and rendering perional ſecurity doubtful 
and capricious, threatened deſtruction to agricul- 
tu:e, private trade, and public credit, all of 
which are again reviving, and, we truſt will 
flouriſh beneath your Excellency's auſpices, and 
under a Government of protection and law, 
wherein mercy attempers the ſeverity of juſtice, 
and by participating, ſtrengthens and n — 
her dominion 
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RICHARD DOUGLAS, Maſter. 
THO. M'KENNY, 2 warde . 
WM. 1 8 . 
RC GER GOWER, Clk. Guild. 


To which his Excellency was pleaſed to return 
the PO Anſwer : 


GENTLEMEN, 


WHEN the force of his Majeſty's Arms had 
cruſhed the deſperate efforts of Rebellion, I was 
led to hope that the extenſion of Royal Mercy 
to the deluded, would have had univerſal ope- 
ration in reſtoring public peace, and reviving a q 
general ſpirit of Ong 


I have 
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| Thave been, however, concerned to find, that 

in ſome parts of the kingdom, the clemency of 
our Sovereign has FAILED and I am under the 
diſagreeable neceſſity of obſerving, that when 
lenient meaſures are found to have no effect, it 
will become neceſlary to puniſh ſeverely thoſe 
hardened Criminals who have ſhewn that they 
cannot be reclaimed by mercy. 


I requeſt you will accept my cordial acknow- 
ledgments for your warm expreſſions of appro- 
bation and regard. 


So 


In this affectionate and unreſerved communi. 
cation to the corporation of hoſiers his Excellen- 
cy has been pleaſed very directly to admit that 
his meaſures have FAILED. Now as this can- 
did and confidential communication of his Ex- 
cellency to the ſaid corporation of hoſiers, may 
be liable to miſinterpretation and impertinent 
obſervation, the ſaid Roger Gower, on the part 
and behalf of his Excellency deems i it proper to 
anticipate all ſuch. 


It may be ſaid that Wesford has paid for it, 
but how could his Exccllency have ele that 
his meaſures would FAIL ? 


It may be ſaid that Kilkenny has paid for it, 
but how could his Excellency have forc/cen that 
his meaſures would FAIL? 

It 
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It may be ſaid that Wicklow has paid for it, 
but how could his Excellency have * that 
his meaſures would FAIL ? 


It may be ſaid that Kildare has paid for it, 
but how could his Exceilency have fore/een that 
his meaſures would rAlL? 


It may be aid that Meath and W eſtmeath 
have paid for it, but how could his Excellency, 
have fore/ecn that his meaſures would FA1L ? 


It may be ſaid that half Connaught has paid 
for it, but how could his Excellency have fore, 
ſeen that his meaſures would FAiL ? 1 


It may be ſail that Dublin county. has att 
for it, but how could his Excellency have Fon, 
ſeen that his meaſures would AlL? 


And it may be ſaid that Dublin city would 
have paid for it, but that the Yeomen happened 
to ſuſpect that his Excellency's meaſures would 
FAIL, and therefore took care of themſelves, - 


But although it may be ſaid, that in the 
above mentioned diſtrits (while his Excel- 
lency's meaſures were FAILING,) the whole 
country was laid waſte, every loyal Proteſtant 
was robbed, and all thole who could not fly. 
were murdered ; yet the ſaid Roger Gon 
on the-part and wand of his Excellency, truſts. 

B that 
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that the loyal Proteſtants of Ireland will not 
manifeſt the leaſt impatience ; in as much as 
the ſaid Roger Gower ſubmits that it has bcen 
demonſtrated to the ſatisfaction of every im- 
partial mind, that a Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, at the head of not much above one hnn- 
_ dred thouſand Engliſh and Iriſh ſoldiers is able 
to beat, whenever he can get up with them, 
(which will not take him quite three weeks,) 
ſeven hundred and forty-ſix Frenchmen, and 
take away their cannon, even if they ſhould 
have two pieces. 


Roger Gewer alſo humbly inſiſts, that the 
loyal Proteſtants ought not to have their confi- 
dence leſſened in conſequence of the above 
mentioned ſtatement, by the accident which 
happened to General Lake at Caſtlebar: in as 
much as that circumſtance was entirely owing 
to the diſhonourable and mean conduct of the 
French, who attacked the General at ſo © early”. 
an hour in the morning, and conſequently 
* before his force was aſſembled,” as may be 
ſeen dy the Bulletin printed at the Caſtle, 


Roger Gower, having thus as he truſts, quiet- 
ed the loyal Proteſtant apprehenſions, takes 
leave to addreſs a few words to the reſt of the 
community, that is to ſay, the United Iriſhmen 
and their abettors ; deluded wretches, who have 
inadvertently been ſeduced to murder their land- 
lords and their maſters, and ſet fire to barns full 
of Proteſtant women and children, , 

k 
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It is true that his Excellency has been plcaſed 


to ſay that © it will become neceſſary to puniſn 


« ſeverely thoſe hardened criminals who have 
* ſhewn that they cannot be reclaimed by 
© mercy. But as de/ſparr, in a large party, is 
of all other diſpoſ tions, the moſt dangerous to 
the repoſe and well being of a State. Roger 
Gower truſts and intreats, that the ſaid United 
Iriſhmen will not abſolutely de/parr of mercy ; 
and that the more 3 for the following, 
among other reaſons. 


Fir. — The United Iriſhmen have the ſolemn 
and public aſſurance of the ſaid Corporation of 
Hoſiers, that the /ytem of terror has diſap- 
Scared? and the ſaid United Iriſhmen may 
implicitly believe that ſo reſpeRable a public 
body, and now ſo much in his Excellency's 
confidence, would not have made ſo direct an 
aſſertion if they had not been extremely well 
founded in their knowledge of its truth. 


Secondly.— The ſaid United Iriſhmen may by 


reſorting to authentic documents, which prove 


his Excellency's conduct on a former occaſion, 


relieve themſelves and their country from the 
dreadful conſequences of their becoming de/- 
perate. 


In the London Gazette of OQober, 2 
the {aid United Iriſhmen will find a Letter from 


Lord Cornwallis, dated Camden, 2 1ſt Auguſt, 
B 2 1780, 
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1780, which contains the following paragraph 
—viz. * The rebel forces being at preſent diſ- 
* perſed, the internal commotions and inſur- 
rections in the province will now ſubfide.— 
„But [ ſhall give directions to inflict exemplar y 
_ Puniſhment on ſome of the moſt guilty, in 
© hopes to deter others from ſporuny with 
& allegiance and oaths, and with the lenity 
and generoſity of the Britiſh government.“ 


Nov, if any United Iriſhman ſhould aſk what 
was done 1n conſequence of the aforeſaid erri- 
ble declaration, the ſaid Roger Gower anſwers ; 
that the trgops of Lord Cornwallis having ſoon 
after withdrawn into winter-quarters, the ſaid 
United triſhman will find in the commence— 
ment of the ſucceeding year, when the troops 
had tuken the field, a proclamation of the ſaid 
Lord Cornwallis © declaring to all perſons who 


had engaged in the rebellion, againſt his Ma- 


jeſty's authority, but who were now convinced 
© of their ertor, and were deſirous of return 
„ing to their duty and allegiance, that if they 
would {urrender themſelves with their arms 
„and ammunition at head quarters, on, or be- 
fore the ziſt of that month, they would be 
„ permitted to return to their homes upon gib— 
** ing a military parole, and that they would be 

“ protected in their perſons and properties from 
call ſorts of violence from the Britiſh troops. 
% and would be rcitored as ſoon as poſſible, to 


all the privileges of a legal and conſtitutional 


ey government.” 


The 


* * 


The ſad Roger Gower, upon this letter and 
proclamation following each other, at the dif. 
tance of ſeveral months, obſerves, that he hath 
heard the lawyers ſay like caſe, like rule“. If 
therefore there ſhould be any United Iriſhman, 
who conſiders himſelf as a REBEL, he need not, 
until rhe enſuing year 5 be reduced to a 
ſtate of deſparr ; but on the contrary, he may 
reaſonably expect, that if next year, he ſhouid 
be convinced of his error, &c. he will be 
protected in his perſon and his property from 
& all ſorts of violence from the Britiſh troops; 
and will be reſtored as ſoon as poſſible, to all 
the privileges of a legal and conſtitutional $0- 
„ vernment,” 


The fad Roger Gower further obſerves, that 
his Exccllency hath received great encourage- 
ment towards perſevering in a ſimilar conduct, 
as that which it appears he held in America; in 
as much as his Excellency having lately tried a 
_— experiment, by giving a further time to 

e aforeſaid deluded wretches, who had lately 
Sa the enemy (and who could not be re- 
ſtrained by the exertions of the French officers 
from committing every ſpecies of murder and 
robbery) to come in and receive pardon ; it 
appears. by General 'Trench's Letter, that no 
leſs than FIVE perſons have taken advantage of 
his Excellency's clemency. 


Reger Gower having thus in diſcharge of his 
truſt as a friend and confidential ſervant of his 
Excellency 
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© Excelleney laid ſufficient grounds, on which 
the apprehenſions of the great and oppojing 
Sarties in this kingdom may repole, takes leave 
to addreſs a few words to individuals, and that 
particularly as the great men of this realm being 
perſons moſt deeply intereſted in public events, 

may upon a ſolemn avowal of a general change 
of meaſures, be peculiarly anxious to gain the 
earkeſt intelligence of his Excellency's' determi- 
NAatons. 


Tears is therefore to inform the Lord Chan- 
cellor, the Lord Primate, the Marquis of Wa- 
terford, the Marquis of Drogheda, the Marquis 
of Hertford, the Lords Ormond, Kingſton, 
Carhampton, Enniſkillen, Ely, the Speaker of 
the Houſe of Commons, &c.—that they may 
have the earlieſt intelligence of his Excellency's 
movements, by applying {either perſonally, or 

by letter, p9/7-pard) to the ſaid Roger Gower, 
Clerk of the Guild of the Corporation of 
Hoſiers, at their Guild-hall, Back- lane, Dublin. 


W 


Signed by Order, 
ROGER GOWER, Clk. Gld. 


NoTE. 


NOTE. The foregoing 
Notice ſhould have appeared 
ſooner, but Faulkner's Jour- 
nal refuſed to receive it. 
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